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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: .] 
1 . (Currently Amended) A method of branding a computer program comprising 

the acts of: j 
receiving a triggering event registering a computer pro gram that renders encoded j 
digital content, wherein registering the program indicates on indioation that a first copy ofjft 
the computer program has been downloaded to a first computing device from a distributor bf 
the renderable digital content and that said first copy is to be branded with information ^ j 
associated with a first entity, th e first ontity oomprioing a ^distributor of the renderable j 
digital content to bo rondorod by the computer program , the computer program farther ] 
comprising an embedded limited-function web browser, contont rondoring and wherein the' 
embedded limited-function web browser provides a content-shopping features that display^ a 
directory of distributors and automatically connects to an Internet website of a selected ] 
distributor from the directory ; H 

transmitting first data indicative of paid first ontity to said first computing dovico, said 
first data indicating that said first copy is to bo branded with information associated with s.fod 

first ontity; j 
transmitting data identifying the distributor from which the firs t copy was j 
downloaded to the first computing device; f j 

receivin g said first data acknowledgement from said first computing device; and 
providing first branding instructions to said first computing device in response to 
receiving said first data the acknowledgement, said fifst branding instructions comprising | 
placing said first entity the distributor from which the first copy wa s downloaded first in a^ist 
nf ni nntrnnin nnnt o nt providing ontitios the directory, display e d on said first computing device 
in th e contont shopping feature of tho computer program, a supplier of said computer ;] 
program controlling which renderable digital content-providing e ntities distributors are ij 
displayed in said list directory b ased on agreements between said supplier and said content- 
providing entities distributors, ] 

est Available Copy 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said providing act j 

comprises: a 
providing instructions to said first computing device which cause said first copy of j 
said computer program to display a logo associated with said first entity distributor. j 

3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said providing act j 

comprises: I 
providing instructions to said first computing device which cause said first copy of j 
said computer program to display a first link to a web site associated with said first entity j 
distributor . ,;i 

i- 

'a 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein said act of providing^ 
ftst-branding instructions further comprises: j 

providing instructions to said first computing device which affect the placement of j 
said first link among o no or mor e s e cond other links. j 

5 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising tho act of: jj 
providing a dir™»t™y tn r.nid firr . t computing devic e , w herein said directory includh§g 

includes a first link to a web site associated with said first entity distributor. | 

\l 
!• 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein said act of providing a 
directory to said first computing device comprises: | 

providing a first page which includes said link to said first web site, wherein said wbb 
site is a first web site ; and j 

providing a second page which includes one or more links to one or more second vjjeb 
sites different from said first web site. \\ 

i: 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein said first page includes a link to | 
said first web site and does not include any other links to any other web site. J 

j 

8 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the acts of; 
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receiving an indication that a second copy of said computer program has been ^ j 
downloaded to a second computing device and that said second copy is to be branded with ja 
second entity distributor different from said first ontity distributor of the first copy of the j 

;i 

computer program ; 

transmitting seeend-data indioativ o of aaid oooond ontity identifying the second ] 

! -i 

distributor to said second computing device; J 
receiving said second data acknowledgment from said second computing device; and 
providing second branding instructions to said first computing device, said second j 

branding instructions being different from said first branding instructions. f 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said transmitting act comprises:.] 

setting a cookie on said first computing device. j 

!; 

!=; 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein said act of receiving | 
said first data acknowledgment from said first computing device comprises receiving said | 
cookie. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said first ontity 
distributor is a retailer. 

12. (Canceled) 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said first ontity 
distributor is a wholesaler. 

1 4. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions to perform the method of claim 1. 



15, (Currently Amended) A method of branding a computer program that has bjben 
provided to a first computing devic e by a first ontity , comprising the acts of: 
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receiving information indicative of a first entity, said first entity comprising j 
distributor of encod ed digital content to be rendered by the comput er program, wherein the: ! 
computer program comprises encoded digital a-content-rendering software and an embedded 
limited-function web browser and content-shopping program that displays a directory of l] 
distributors and automatically connects to an Internet website of a selected distributor from! 

the directory ; jj 
providing branding data based on said received information to a first computing jj 
device for durable storage on said first computing device in response to a triggering event f 
comprising registration of the computer program : i| 
following said act of providing branding data, receiving said stored branding data j 
from said first computing device; and j 
in response to receiving said stored branding data, providing branding instructions to 
said first computing device based on said received branding data, said branding instruction! 
comprising placing Raid firnt ontity a distributor from which the computer pro g ra m was 
received first in a list of electronic content-providing entities displayed on said first 
computing device by the content r e ndering and cont e nt shopping computer program, a 
supplier of said computer program controlling which content-providing entities are displayed 
in said list based on agreements between said supplier and said content-providing entities. jj 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein said receiving act comprises: 
receiving said information indicative of a first entity from a second entity identified, in 

an image hidden within a web page. ;] 

i\ 
I 

i . 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein said second entity causes a cookie 
to be set on said first computing device. | 

j= 

1 8 . (Original) The method of claim 1 7, wherein said cookie contains information 
specific to a branding device. j 

;j 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 7, wherein said cookie contains information 
identifying said branding instructions to be downloaded to said first computing device. j 
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Jul 27 2006 3:32PM HP LASERJET 3330 



F . 7 



DOCKET NO.: 1 55698.0 l/MSFT-0262 

Application No.: 09/839,784 

Office Action Dated: March 27, 2006 



PATEN.lT 

REPLY FILED UNDER EXPEDITED 
PROCEDURE PURSUANT Tp 
37 CFR§ 1.116 



20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17, wherein said act of providing 



branding data further comprises sending said cookie from said first computing device. 



1 1 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein said cookie comprises & 
information indicative of said first entity. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein said cookie comprises 
information associated with a second computing device. 



23. (Original) The method of claim 15, further comprising receiving a fee from jj 
said first entity as a pre-condition for providing either said branding data or said branding J 
instructions. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 1 5, wherein said act of providing branding j 
instructions comprises instructing said first computing device as to the manner in which a ;| 
link to a network address is to be displayed on a list of network addresses. 

I;; 

25. (Original) The method of claim 24, further comprising limiting the set of said 
network addresses on said list. j 



26. (Original) The method of claim 24, further comprising providing data on a ljjst 

i ;) 

of network addresses automatically. 



27. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions to perform the method of claim 15. 



28. (Currently Amended) A method for distributing a variation of software J 
through one of a plurality of entities, comprising; j 
providing a standardized version of software from a first entity and an j 
indication that said standardized version of software is to be branded, wherein the indication 
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i: 

com prises a t ri ggering event comprising registration of a content-rendering program, said j 
first entity comprising a distributor of content to be rendered by a content-rendering prograjn, 
the content-rendering program comprising a content-shopping feature for purchasing content 

to be rendered; and ,1 
providing a customized version of said software as a function of one of a | 
plurality of entities, said customized version of said software being branded by placing saicl 
first entity first in a list of content-providing entities displayed in the content-shopping ^ j 
feature of said content-rendering program, a supplier of said computer program controlling"; 
which content-providing entities are displayed in said list based on agreements between said 
supplier and said content-providing entities. j! 

29. (Currently Amended) A system for branding a computer program comprising: 
a first computing device which comprises: f 

a memory which stores branding instructions for one of a plurality of entities; j| 
a network interface communicatively coupled to a computer network; and J 
logic which communicates one of a plurality of sets of branding instructions to a J 
second computing device through said network interfac e in response to a triggering event j 
comprising registration of a content-rendering program, said one of said plurality of sets of 
branding instructions comprising instructions to place a first entity first in a list of content-!! 
providing entities displayed in a content-shopping feature of a content-rendering program, jk 
supplier of said computer program controlling which content-providing entities are displayed 
in said list based on agreements between said supplier and said content-providing entities. |j 

30. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein said logic causes said instructions 
to be stored on a second computing device. I 
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